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Recently at our school we’ve been, as part of our spiral inquiry our facilitator has put the 
challenge to us to increase our students’ use of technology in writing time. One of the things that 
we’ve done is we’ve been using an app called Draw and Tell. I teach in the junior classes and 
it’s been fantastic for the Year 0s through to  Year 2. They can use it quite independently and 
we’ve had fantastic results from the pre-writers right through to able writers. It’s been very 
successful.  
 
We were invited by a local kindergarten over for an event during Book Week. They came over 
with a handwritten invitation which we responded to with a handwritten invitation to accept their 
invitation. We went along and had a wonderful time.  
 
The project was we needed to say thank you for inviting us. We also wanted to tie that in with 
the children’s personal experiences as we often do with writing. Each child chose a page and in 
chronological order they talked about what we had done and what we’d enjoyed while we were 
there. Then we put it all together in a slideshow and took it over to the kindergarten in our lunch 
hour and shared it with the children at kindy. 
 
They had to think obviously about getting it in the correct order and they all had to take turns. 
That in itself was a process.  
 
While we were creating the slideshow thank you to the kindergarten there’s a bit of a process 
the children have to follow. One of the things they have to do is when it’s their turn to go next 
they have to have a listen to the slide that went before them so they can remember what 
happened. Prior to doing that they would have drawn their information on their slide and had a 
talk with a friend about what they are going to say when it is their turn. They will listen to the 
slide, then they will push record. They will record their own story over the top of their picture in 
whichever way they choose to do that.  
 
The really important thing is that they have to listen back to that. If they are not happy with how 
that’s gone they will rerecord it. That’s something they do independently, managing themselves.  
 



One ‘top tip’ I have for you in a classroom is when kids are recording it can be really tricky: lots 
of noise happening if you haven’t got spaces to go off into. We’ve got these pretty cool Viking 
helmets. As soon as someone puts on a Viking helmet everyone around them knows they have 
to be quiet and straight away they have the quiet they need. They get to record without all that 
background noise.  
 
Child 1: “Last week the kindy invited us to a kai.” 
 
Child 2: “Miss J asked us if we wanted to go and we said ‘yes’.”  
 
Child 3: “We made fruit kebabs to take to the kindy to share our kai.” 
 
Child 4: “When we got to kindy we sat on the mat and read some books.” 
 
Teacher: “Next after reading some books we said a karakia.” 
 
 
 
 


