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We’re going to talk about our journey with the stop motion app. A lot of the kids at our school 
really enjoy lego and with the Lego Movie being quite topical at the time as well we decided to 
use the wee mini figures to tell stories.  
 
It’s a little bit like the same process you would use in writing. The children still have to plan who 
their audience is, think about what the key elements of their story are going to be. With 
narratives they have their beginning, introduction, the problem, the obstacle that the characters 
go through and some kind of resolution at the end. As opposed to writing it out they then 
present it taking a series of photos. Those photos, when they are played quite quickly make an 
animation. I began a few years ago with claymation.  
 
For any tips or words of wisdom what I would suggest is having an idea about how the app 
works yourself before you get started. Spend a bit of time playing with it just to get your head 
around the basics, understanding what the key features are. We also used Youtube clips that 
showed the app being used that the kids could watch. From there it was really just allowing the 
kids time to play with it themselves and share the different things that they’d found out. We have 
Apple TV in class so the kids could screenshare the ipads and show the other students in the 
class the different features that the app had. That was probably the biggest thing I would 
recommend, giving the kids time to play and experiment before you expect them to start on 
some kind of finished product.  
 
When it came to assessing the work a lot of it was assessed the same as you would for writing. 
We were still looking for the key elements of whether your voice was coming through, whether 
there was a clear message that the audience was able to get. That was probably the biggest 
thing, at some stages making a stop motion movie it was easy to miss out key points that the 
audience needed. The app had that ability to be able to go back in and insert some of the key 
parts so they understood what the plot line was or who the characters were. Then all those 
things became the base of your assessment.  
 
For example ours were narratives. Did they have the introduction? Did they have some 
problems? Was there a resolution? Was there character growth or changes throughout? 



 
 
Some of the biggest differences was using dialogue or narration in their movies. Initially they 
were quite strong at making the pictures and the images but then it was whether they had 
narration in there to give some kind of background to what was happening which would make it 
a lot quicker and easier. Five seconds spent with a wee bit of narration was actually quite a lot 
of time to set the scene, set who the characters were and whether the dialogue was used in a 
way which enhanced the storyline. Those are some of the things the kids found interesting to 
focus on and talk about and how those might be used.  
 
Then there was adding in the extra elements. We were putting in music to add suspense or to 
add some emotion. We also looked at the different kinds of close in or far out shots and how 
those affected people. Trying to display a bit of emotion with a mini figures’ face isn’t quite so 
easy so the emotion had to be portrayed through the music and the use of voice. That was quite 
good too.  
 
There was a lot of collaboration amongst the kids in the class which harks back to the key 
competencies. They were leading the learning in many ways, I’m not really much of an expert. 
By the end of day two they knew a lot more about the app and the different effects that they 
could use than I did. We shared a lot of that work through the Seesaw platform which has been 
quite good for parents too. They could see the movies and then we had a movie night at school. 
Every term we have a celebration of learning so the students got to show off their movies to an 
appreciative audience. We had a few parents quite vocal in their admiration. 
 
Following the work in class it’s now become an integrated part of our class. It’s now another 
option for students. Currently we are reading news items and focusing on summarising. Some 
of the students now chose to summarise their news articles using the Lego mini figures and 
make it kind of like a news report.  
 
Another thing we are really happy with is some of our senior students, our Year 8s, ran a Lego 
lunchtime club. We are a school of 40 ande had about 15 children turning up in their lunchtimes 
with their own lego from home and the stuff from school creating these stories during lunchtime. 
Our middle and junior students are learning from the senior students and essentially giving up 
their free time to do writing just in a different format. That’s what we are looking for, engagement 
in writing! 
 


