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Tim: Kia ora Joanne 
Joanne: Kia ora Tim 
Tim: So, I think teachers will be familiar with a lot of situations where it’s important to get a 
sequence of instructions right. 
Joanne: Do you mean, like, putting my gloves on before I put my helmet on, I end up fumbling 
around under my chin.  
Tim: Yeah, nice example actually. 
Joanne: But sometimes putting gloves on is important. Like, when you’re cleaning up something 
gross. How about when you put together kitset furniture? 
Tim: Don’t normally need gloves for that. 
Joanne, No, but the sequence is important. 
Tim: Ah, yip, actually the sequence is really important then. Now, to change the subject, would 
you like a cup of tea? 
Joanne: Yeah, ok. Make sure you get the sequence in the right order. 
Tim: So, what are the things we need to do. We need to... put teabag in cup. We are going to 
need to, I don’t know, add milk… Ok, now I need to get my sequence right. Give cup to visitor, 
that’s going to be quite late on. Boil the jug: better do that first. Put the water in the cup, that’s 
after boiling it, ‘cos, you know if we do the sequence that way, not good. And, then put the 
teabag in the cup. Ooh, do we put the teabag in before or after the water? I’m more of a tea bag 
before the water person. 
Joanne: Me too. 
Tim: Oo, now this is the big question for a lot of people: milk before or after the water? Mmm, I 
like it afterwards actually. Um, stir it, yip we’ll do that in there. Better take the teabag out, and 
give the cup to visitors. So we’ve got a sequence. And we could argue about small changes in it 
but there are some bits that are pretty important. Now of course the trouble is that working with 
food isn’t great because we end up wasting food. You know there’s a great example that people 
use with making a sandwich, following instructions, but it doesn’t end well for the bread or the 
margarine or anything like that. So we really don’t want to use food too much as an example. 
Joanne: But there are lots of examples that don’t involve food, like, washing the dishes. 
Tim: Yeah, washing the dishes, got to get that in the right order. Or put your boots on before you 
put your trousers on 
Joanne: Unless you’ve got huge trousers. Hang on, what about putting the seatbelt on before 
the car moves? 
Tim: Or, some people will indicate left after they’ve turned left. 
Joanne: Or saying karakia before you harvest the flax or kaimoana rather than after. 
Tim: Or taking shoes off before you enter the wharenui? 



Joanne: Or heating the rocks before you fill in the hangi pit: cold rocks won’t do the job. 
Tim: that’s food again. 
Joanne: Oh, yeah... 
Tim : The sequences that Joanne and I have been looking at are closely related to sequences in 
computing. The main thing about computers is they follow sequences very specifically. 
Computers can do more than just sequence - an important one is being able to repeat 
sequences over and over, that’s called loops - but at this level, we can learn a lot around just 
sequences. In the next video we’ll look at how students can learn to give and follow sequences 
of precise instructions, but still without computers. 


